The need for orthodontic treatment among 10-11- and 14-15-year-old Lithuanian schoolchildren.
The aim of this study was to evaluate the need for orthodontic treatment among 10-11- and 14-15-year-old schoolchildren in Lithuania. MATERIAL AND METHODS. A total of 4235 children randomly selected from different socioeconomic backgrounds were examined. The schoolchildren were divided into two age groups: first group, 10-11-year olds (1142 boys, 1180 girls) and second group, 14-15-year olds (936 boys, 977 girls). The normative orthodontic treatment need was assessed using the Index of Complexity, Outcome, and Need. RESULTS. The need for orthodontic treatment ranged from 37.4 to 48.9% in 10 counties of Lithuania. The study demonstrated that the need of orthodontic treatment significantly depended on age and to some extent on gender of the schoolchildren examined. This study has shown reduction in the need for orthodontic treatment from 49.9% in the late mixed dentition stage to 33.9% in the permanent dentition stage. CONCLUSIONS. The need for orthodontic treatment is high in Lithuania: almost half of 10-11-year-old and every third of 14-15-year-old schoolchildren need orthodontic treatment.